
KEMPSFORD 
CLASSIC CAR & MOTORCYCLE CLUB

Welcome to another season of classic motoring, and what a season it promises to be.  We’ll be kicking-off with 
a couple of key events. First is the increasingly popular Drive It Day has now been extended to include Ride It 
Day for motorcyclists.  It’s normally held on the Sunday nearest to 23 April, which is nothing to do with St 
George’s Day, or even Shakespeare’s birthday, but was chosen by the FBHVC to commemorate the 64 cars 
that set off from London on 23 April 1900 on the first day of the Thousand Mile Trial – an incredible 

undertaking and one which surely deserves an annual 
celebration.  However, this year that date would clash 
with Easter so DID/RID has been brought forward to 
17 April.  The FBHVC’s event will again be at the 
Royal Oak in Bishopstone.  Some club members felt 
the ground was badly prepared last year with rather a 
lot of metal debris (no, not our cars!) on the surface, 
so this year we are holding our own event at the 
Bourton-on-the-Water Motor Museum.  We plan to 
arrive in style, or at least in convoy, so we will meet in 
Fairford Market Place at 9.30.

The ever-popular Wheel Nuts day at St Rose’s 
School in Stroud will be held on 8th May.  Now it has 
overcome its access problems this is a great show 
to visit.  The atmosphere is very warm and friendly, 

and there is always a marvellous range of vehicles on show, from Moggies to Rollers.  We have a club pitch 
and again plan to arrive in convoy and will meet in the car park behind Greasy Joe’s in Cirencester at 9.00 as 
usual so there will be no difficulty in finding somewhere to park.  If you haven’t booked yourself in, I strongly 
suggest you do so right away.

With this Newsletter you will find a copy of our new insurance policy.

Terry has asked me to remind everyone that this year’s subscription is now due, and it remains unchanged 
at a mere �10.

OBITUARY

Sadly, I have to report the tragic death of our friend 
and fellow club member, Gordon King.  Gordon was 
diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease last year 
and died this January. His funeral took place at 
Stratton Crematorium on 4th February and, as you 
would expect, was very well attended, with many 
people having to stand.  The Club members 
included Terry Chesterman, John and Barbara 
Ockwell, Phil Mutloe, Len Willey, Dave Hitchins, 
Mike Couling and I (with apologies to any I have 
missed).  Gordon was also a member of the Farina 
Club who provided an escort for his final journey in 
the form of an MG Magnette, a Wolseley 16/60 and 
Gordon’s own Wolseley 15/60.  Gordon will be 
greatly missed.

Members may be interested to know that Gordon’s 
car, with which he won many awards, has been bought by his good friend John Tanmere from Weston Super 
Mare, whose dark red Wolseley 16/60 is a familiar sight at shows, and was often seen parked side-by-side 
with Gordon’s. 

Newsletter
Spring 2011



IMPORTANT FBHVC SURVEY

The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs 
exists to ensure that we all continue to have the 
right to use our vehicles on the road - whatever their 
age. 

It does this by lobbying politicians and government 
officials but it can only be really effective if it is 
armed with accurate information about the interests 
it represents, such as the number of people involved 
and the number of vehicles they own as well as the 
value the movement brings to the economy.

FBHVC’s last survey was in 2006, when the gross 
value of the movement was shown to be in excess 
of �3bn annual expenditure. This now needs to be 
brought up to date, so a new survey has been 
started.

We urge all our members to take part and to encourage their friends to do so as well: the more people who 
do, the more accurate the results will be, and the more accurate the results are, the better FBHVC will be 
able to protect all our interests.

The simplest way to participate is to go to www.fbhvc.co.uk and click the link to the survey. The link will open 
early in May and remain open until the end of July.

If you prefer to complete a paper questionnaire, please send a C5 stamped addressed envelope to FBHVC, 
Kernshill, Shute Street, Stogumber, Taunton. TA4 3TU

BROOKLANDS

The first outing of the season was in the chill of 
January when we visited Brooklands Motor 
Museum.  Brooklands has an almost religious 
significance in the history of the motor car, not only 
in this country but globally.  It was the World’s first 
purpose-built motor racing circuit and is now the 
home of some remarkable cars and aeroplanes 
(including Concorde). Not only that, but the 
museum ground itself is one of the main exhibits 
with the Test Hill, Pit Lane and of course the iconic 
Members Banking.  It’s astonishing to think that the 
comparatively primitive cars of the day were 
hurtling round here at 150 m.p.h.  Safety standards 
were virtually non-existent and fatal crashes were 
not uncommon.

The collection of cars and bikes contains some 
extraordinary vehicles covering the whole history of 
motor racing.  The people and cars associated with 
Brooklands in its hay-day are like a roll-call of 
British motor racing greats: Malcolm Campbell, 
John Cobb, George Eyston and such marques as 
Bentley, Riley, Alvis, and MG.  None of these can 
evoke the atmosphere of pre-war Brooklands more 
than the 24 litre Napier-Railton.  This huge 
endurance racer was built at Brooklands in 1933 to 
designs by Reid Railton.  It was powered by a 

Napier aero engine with twelve cylinders arranged in three banks of four and producing 535 b.h.p. at what 
seems a very meagre 2550 r.p.m.  Transmission was through a three speed gearbox and stopping was 
achieved through drum brakes.  John Cobb captured a number of records in the car including two World 24 
Hour records at Bonneville Salt Flats at137.4 m.p.h. in 1935 and 150.6 m.p.h. in 1936. In 1935 John Cobb 
set the ultimate Brooklands Outer Circuit record with an average speed of 143.44 m.p.h.
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Right at the other end of the scale, and certainly not a racer is the 1919 ABC Skootamotor.  This was a 
125cc forerunner of the scooter made a good 30 years before the Vespa or Lambreta saw the light of day.  

Some of you may recall from a previous Newsletter 
that both the Italian bikes were made in factories 
which had previously turned out airframe parts that 
were no longer required after the end of the Second 
World War.  So it was with the Skootamotor which 
was built in the Sopwith factory in Kingston-on-
Thames, home of the famous Camel (they have one 
of those at Brooklands as well) until the cessation of 
hostilities in 1918.  I find it remarkable that history 
should repeat itself and spare airframe capacity in 
peacetime should result in the ‘invention’ of the same 
solution.

I ought to say a couple of words about the aircraft on 
display, and the couple of words I have in mind are 
Hurricane and Wellington.  There are many other 
great aircraft on display from a 1909 Demoiselle to 

Concorde via the Hawker Harrier, but for boys of a certain age it is the Hurricane and the Wellington that 
really strike a chord.  The Wellington was rescued from Loch Ness where it crashed on a training flight, and 
painstakingly restored.  Much of the skin and some other parts of the aircraft are missing, but this just seems 
to make it more interesting and to highlight what a mammoth task rescuing and restoring it must have been.

The Hurricane on display (Z2389) had a hardly less 
interesting history.  Built in 1940 the aircraft served 
with five RAF squadrons, including the American 
volunteer 71 ‘Eagle’ Squadron.  In 1942 it was 
packed up and sent by sea to Russia.  Convoy 
PQ16 was the largest Russian convoy to date.  
When it arrived in Murmansk it had lost seven 
merchant ships to enemy fire.  Hurricane Z2389 
joined 767 regiment of the Red Air Force and on 
20th June 1942 engaged two Messerschmitt 
Bf109Fs and was shot down.  Her pilot Ivan 
Kalasnikov survived.  Fifty years later the plane was 
found and recovered.  By 1997 it had found its way, 
via WW2 recovery specialist Jim Pearce, back to 
Brooklands where it had first been test flown fifty 
seven years previously.  It was the first historic 
aircraft to be purchased with a Heritage Lottery 
Fund grant.

ODDS AND ENDS

Thank you to Dave Hitchins for sending me this picture of a beautifully constructed 1/6 scale working model  
of a 1932 Duesenberg LaGrande.  It is nearly three feet long and weighs sixty pounds.  It was built over ten 
years by Louis Chenot in America.  Not only does it look good, but the engine runs, the lights work, the top 
mechanism functions and the transmission and driveline are complete. Lou started his research on this 
project over fifty years ago with the purchase of a book and over the years collected many drawings and 
studied a number of Duesenbergs while they were being restored, taking photos and recording dimensions.

Terry Chesterman brought this statement from ATS to 
my attention:  “All tyres allow gas to travel through the 
sidewall, which is why you need to regularly check your 
tyre pressures. Filling tyres with Nitrogen means that 
your tyre pressure will remain correct for longer 
because the rate at which Nitrogen passes out the 
walls of your tyres is slower than oxygen. Correct tyre 
pressure can mean that you increase the fuel efficiency 
of your vehicle – under inflated tyres cause resistance, 
which means that more power is required to move the 
vehicle forward and therefore uses more fuel.”



BIKE BITS BY ARTHUR ROLLS

In response to Alistair’s plea for contributions, I thought a few words and a couple of photos from the bike 
fans might be in order.

During the last twelve months we have added two new bikes to our collections, I have at last found a Cotton 
Continental 250cc two-stroke twin, a bike I have been looking for the last four years or so.  Despite 
advertising nationally in several different classic bike magazines for a machine in any condition, even a 
basket case, and wandering around the classic bike shows with my cheque book in my hand to no avail, I 
finally found one almost fully restored only  ten miles away. It was manufactured locally at Cotton’s Quay 
Street factory in Gloucester in 1963 and is powered by the tuned Villiers 2T two-stroke twin engine with a 
four speed gearbox.  It was considered to be a very attractive little sports bike at that time.  It also has the 
unusual leading link front suspension which was quite popular at that time and used by several other small 
bike manufacturers, such as Greeves, Norman and Dot, who also used the Villiers 2T engine.  

Len Willie has also added to his collection of B.S.A 
Bantams by purchasing a 1954 125cc D1 to join his
D3 Bantam. This is an early D1 with no 
rechargeable battery, the headlights are powered 
direct from the generator.  The horn is the old 
manual rubber bulb and trumpet with the trumpet 
being located through the headstock. Power for the 
side lights is provided by a 3 volt dry cell cycle lamp 
battery located in the headlamp shell and not in 
what appears to be the battery box below the seat, 
this is in fact a toolbox.  As purchased the machine 
is in good useable condition considering it was last 
used eighteen years ago and has since been stored 
in a garden shed. Some of the paint appears to be 
original with only the chrome on the handlebars and 
levers needing attention. The only work required to 
put it on the road for an M.O.T was a good clean 

and tidy-up, clean out and fill the tank and fit a new plug.

SHOW   AWARDS  2010

Arthur Best British Two-Stroke (Cotton Continental) Cassington Bike Night 
Arthur Pete Sole Two-Stroke Trophy (Cotton Continental) Fairford Steam Rally
Phillip Best in Show (B.S.A. A7 Shooting Star) West Hagbourn Bike Night 
Phillip Ron Jennings Trophy (B.S.A. A7 Shooting Star) Fairford Steam Rally
Phillip Highly Commended (B.S.A. A7 Shooting Star) Stafford Show 

MEMBERS MOTORS

There are a couple of new acquisitions to report: 
Mike Couling is now the proud owner of a 1960 
Matchless 650 CSR.  It’s in very good condition but 
has been unused for the last six years so is not yet 
running.

John Chesterman has acquired a 1971 blue Rover 
P6 V8 3.5 litre auto.  The car is condition 2 and very 
usable, although the transmission failed just after he 
bought it.

My spies tell me that Roy’s Triumph is making good 
progress and is now recognisable as a TR3A thanks 
to sterling work by Terry Chesterman and his young 
apprentice Bill Tudor.  There is still a lot of welding, 
etching, coating, painting and so on left to do but 
progress is being made and it should be finished 
next year (just in time for Mike’s treasure hunt?)



PETROL PRICES

Lowest prices in the area for unleaded petrol are to be found at the Shell station in Whelford and at the OTR 
Station on the A419.  Both have 95RON at �1.309 per litre, an increase of 18p (15%) on last Autumn

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

17 April Drive it Day.  Bourton on the 
Water Motor Museum.  Meet in 
Fairford  Market Place at 9.30

8 May Wheel Nuts.  St Rose’s School, 
Stratford Lawn, Stroud.  Meet 
behind Greasy Joe’s in 
Cirencester at 9.00

14-15 May Little Vintage Show.  Cambridge, 
Glos.  Tel 01453 890920 for a 
form.

17-19 June Lister Tyndale Steam Rally.  
Berkley Castle Show Ground.  For 
information call 01544 260878
(cars) or 01453 546024 (bikes)

9-10 July Atwell Wilson Motor Museum Annual Classic Vehicle Show featuring 60 Years of the Austin A30
See Terry for a booking form.

5-7 August Stroud 37th Annual Transport and Engine Show.  South Cerney Airfield Tel 01453 882342

13-14 Aug Swindon & Cricklade Railway Vintage Rally and Country Show.  Tel. 01793 827202

18 Sept Turweston Wings & Wheels.  Turweston Airfield, Bucks.  Tel. 01280 705400

Soon Mike Couling’s famous treasure hunt.  I have reliable (more or less) information that Mike’s long 
awaited treasure hunt is ready to roll and waiting only for a suitable date to be fixed

CONTACT:
If you have any stories, photos or information you think ought to be included in the next Newsletter, or would 
like to comment on anything in this edition, please contact me, Alistair Kennedy, on 01285 810440 or email:
Alistair.Kennedy@cadillacplastic.co.uk If you’re going to send me text or photos, could I please, if possible,
have them electronically, by email or on a CD.  

mailto:Alistair.Kennedy@cadillacplastic.co.uk

