
KEMPSFORD 
CLASSIC CAR & MOTORCYCLE CLUB

Here we are again about to embark on another season of classic riding and driving, oh yes, and mending 
and restoring and polishing and tinkering and spending.  Remember the FBHVC survey last year?  It turns 
out that between us we spend an incredible �4.3 billion on our classic vehicles and kept 28,000 people in 
employment.  You can see more detail in the article below.  Also in this issue from the FBHVC is a very 
interesting article on proposals to exempt all pre 1960 vehicles from MoT testing.

Thanks again go to Arthur Rolls and 
Guy Rogers for their contributions.
Unfortunately I don’t have too many 
photos so I’ll have to dredge some 
out of the archives. Remember, all 
contributions will be gratefully 
received.

Some of you may have seen Terry’s 
bit in the local paper advertising the 
Club and inviting anyone interested 
to join us at The George on 
Tuesday.  We could certainly do 
with more members and some 
younger blood.  Terry had proposed 
a trip to the Haynes Motor Museum 
down at Yeovil on March 10th. This 
has recently been extended and 
refurbished so would have been 
well worth the visit even for those of us have been there before.  Unfortunately the trip had to be abandoned 
as only ten members wished to go and we could not justify the cost of a coach for so few people.  This 
leaves us with a reasonable amount in the kitty and we would welcome suggestions from members for days 
out or other activities.  If you have a suggestion please tell Terry.

We were fortunate enough to gain an honorary member during the winter when I received an email from 
Michael Johnston of British Columbia (yes, Canada!) who was looking to make contact with John Ockwell.  
Michael has a 1946 Austin 10 of which he sent a photo, appropriately covered in Canadian snow.  He had 

been unable to find any advice on 
restoration etc. until he came across 
the September 2007 edition of 
Classic Car Mart on the internet.  
I’m sure you all remember that this 
was the one which featured John’s 
Austin.  The article also mentioned 
our Club and Michael traced a back-
number of the Newsletter on the 
Kempsford village website, and 
there on the back page was my 
email address.  John has provided 
me with some reference materials 
which I have sent to Michael and 
invited him to keep us up-dated on 
the restoration.

This is probably as good a point as 
any to remind everyone that the 

insanely low annual subs are now due.  As in previous years this includes the Club insurance.  The policy is 
the same as last year and provides, among other things, �5 million of public liability cover.  I’m not 
distributing copies with the Newsletter this year but if anyone would particularly like a copy please let me 
know
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MEMBERS MOTORS

Work continues on Roy’s Triumph TR3A, although it is temporarily stalled due to chief fettler and painter 
Martin having a bit of back trouble.  We hope he’s over it soon and able to catch up on his other work so he 
can forge ahead with Roy’s Triumph.

A Ä4 BILLION HOBBY (FROM THE FBHVC NEWSLETTER)

That is the title of the report into the 
findings of our recent survey - and that is 
the economic value of our historic vehicle 
movement.

The work underpinning this result was 
undertaken in conjunction with the Historic 
Vehicle Research Institute over the 
summer of last year. Information was 
actually collected in four different surveys 
- clubs, museums, traders and individuals. 
The first three groups were asked about 
what they did, their annual turnover, their 
hopes and concerns for the future. 
Individuals were asked about the vehicles 
they owned, what they did with them, how 
much they spent and a little about 
themselves. This gave researchers information about both sides of the equation - what people spend, and 
what businesses receive.

The four sets of data were analysed during the autumn (this involved four large Excel work books, each with 
multiple worksheets, the largest of which had over 11,000 rows and 170 columns). The initial plan had been 
to announce the results in November, but finding that the River Room in the House of Lords would be 
available for a reception on 6 December, publication was delayed slightly to take advantage of this rather 

special venue, which is only 
available for such purposes by 
courtesy of the Lord Speaker.

Our president, Lord Montagu of 
Beaulieu, hosted the reception and 
Baroness D’Souza, the Lord 
Speaker, kindly welcomed our 
guests who came from both Houses 
of Parliament (many being members 
of the All Party Parliamentary 
Historic Vehicle Group, of which 
Lord Montagu is also president), the 
press, trade and academic contacts. 

FBHVC vice president, Lord Steel of 
Aikwood, introduced proceedings. 
The headline research results were 
presented by the research project 

leader, Geoff Smith. These showed an encouraging situation:

Economic Value: �4.3 billion with nearly �1 billion from exports.
Average owners spend �2,900 on their hobby excluding vehicle purchase and 
restoration.

Employment: 28,000 working for some 3,800 businesses.
57% of specialist traders have been in business for over 20 years.

Vehicle Use: 0.24% of total vehicle miles with over 80% used no more than once a month.
There are over 850,000 pre-1981 vehicles in Britain.



Cultural Issues: Nearly 70% of vehicles are worth less than �10,000.
Over 30% of owners have a household income below �25,000.
59% of vehicle owners are in employment and 38% are retired.

Public Interest: 4.5 million attendances at FBHVC club events.
35% of historic vehicle owners perform voluntary work.

The Next Five Years: Over half of traders expect their turnover to grow.
Over 40% expect to recruit new or additional staff – approx. 
66% of traders have concerns about business regulations.
68% of traders are concerned about regulations affecting vehicle usage.

This was followed by a question and 
answer session chaired by Greg 
Knight, chairman of APPHVG, with 
the research team of Dr Paul Frost, 
Dr Chris Hart, Dr Jaime Kaminski 
and Geoff Smith. Mike Penning, 
Parliamentary Secretary of State for 
Transport commented: ‘We have no 
plans whatsoever to restrict the use 
of classic and vintage vehicles - not 
as long as I am in my position. I see 
them as an important part of our 
national heritage’.

The research findings (which can be 
found in full at www.fbhvc.co.uk) 
show that the economic and 
employment record for the past five 
years and confidence for the future 
both buck the national trend, with the economic value of the movement having been at least been 
maintained in real terms despite the recent difficult trading conditions. It is excellent news that the number of 
people earning some of their living from the movement has increased by 1000 since 2006, and reassuring 
that traders are generally optimistic for the future, with many predicting growth, leading to more jobs. On the 
downside, many traders are concerned that the burden of regulations faced by small businesses may stifle 
this potential.

We are grateful to all the enthusiasts who completed the online survey, the traders, museums and clubs who 
returned the questionnaires. Additionally we owe our thanks to the research team without which this valuable 
information could not be obtained and to Jim Whyman who tirelessly did the analysis and administration.

MOTORCYCLE SECTION BY ARTHUR ROLLS

Unfortunately there’s not much 
activity to report this quarter, as 
most of our effort is going into 
preparing for this years shows. 
Phillip and myself are busy 
preparing our bikes for the first 
shows of the season, which will be 
the Bristol Classic Bike Show at 
Shepton Mallet in February and the 
Stafford International Classic Bike 
Show in April.

At Bristol I will be showing my 
Cotton Continental and doing my bit 
on the Cotton Owners Club stand
(making the coffee) I expect, and 
Phill will be showing his B.S.A. A7 
and doing his bit on the North Wilts 
Motorcycle Club stand.

Mike’s Matchless

www.fbhvc.co.uk


April 22nd. will find me on the Cotton Owners Stand at the Prescott Bike Festival, which, providing the 
weather is good to us, promises to be even bigger and better than the inaugural event last year. The 
proceeds from this show go to support the Association of Blood Bikes and last year made over �50,000. You 
can even ride the Hill yourself, but you need to get your tickets to do so in advance, as they are limited.

Len Willie is putting a lot effort into 
getting his B.S.A. A10 smartened 
up. Whenever I go into his shed 
there always seems to be freshly 
painted items hanging up, and 
sometimes re-painted ones where it 
didn’t go quite right the first time.

Mike Couling is making progress 
with his Matchless plenty of Elbow 
grease being expended here.
Currently, Mike’s waiting to get 
spares, and Phill is standing in the 
wings with spanners in hand to help 
Mike delve into the intricacies of the 
magneto, looking for some elusive  
sparks.

One of Mike’s other projects is a 
1940’s James ML powered by the 
122cc. Villiers twin port 9D two-stroke engine. The machine uses pressed steel fork blades, with a centrally 
mounted single spring. The forks are mounted on a loop frame with a rigid rear end. This machine is very 
similar to the thousands built by James during the war for use by the airborne Forces.

Mike tells me how he used to thrash the old James around the field when he was a lad, perhaps he should 
have spared the whip a little, then the rebuild would not look such a major project!

NO MOT TEST FOR CLASSICS? (FROM THE FHBVC NEWSLETTER)

The Department for Transport issued 
a consultation paper in November 
2011 proposing as its preferred option 
a complete exemption from testing 
requirements for all pre-1960 
vehicles, a far wider proposal than 
had been considered within FBHVC. 
Other options being considered by 
DfT were complete exemptions for all 
pre-1945 vehicles and all pre-1920 
vehicles, or do nothing. The 
background to the discussions on the 
MoT test consultations has been well 
reported in previous newsletters.

The three month consultation period 
was inadequate for FBHVC to employ 
its usual method to gain feedback on 
these wider proposals. Consequently, 
it was decided to gauge the views of 
enthusiasts by means of an on-line 

survey and full details were given in the last newsletter, on the website, and to the press.

Over 4000 responses were gathered on-line. The survey enabled comment on the choice of cut-off date and 
at the time of going to press these comments are still being analysed, although it has been possible to 
broadly categorise these opinions. Those taking part were asked to indicate the age of vehicle they owned, 
and this piece of information will also be taken into account when the final analysis of the results has been 
made.

Mike’s James: How it Looks Before Restoration

How it Should Look After Restoration



Summary of Results
 74% of respondents wish to see testing requirements for historic vehicles relaxed. 
 59% support the government’s preferred option of exempting all pre-1960 vehicles.
 71% believe historic vehicles in commercial use should be subject to testing even if other pre-1960 

vehicles are exempted; 14% said commercial use should make no difference to testing requirements..
 53% of respondents said they would take their vehicles for test if this could be done on a voluntary basis; 

33% said they would not seek a voluntary test.

The opinions and reasons for them 
were qualified in many of the 
responses with conditional 
statements that the choice only 
applied if various conditions were 
met. Most common conditions were 
that there should be:
 no risk of restriction on use; 
 no risk of increased insurance 
premiums for untested vehicles;
 no risk of insurers demanding 
(expensive) engineer’s reports;
 some facility for a formal 
standardised test to demonstrate 
roadworthiness.

The report will be published in full 
on the FBHVC website, 
www.fbhvc.co.uk, when the analysis has been completed.

In the last issue we indicated that we are seeking clarification from the DfT on aspects of the consultation, in 
particular on the ability to submit vehicles that fall inside the scope of any exemption to a voluntary test. The 
necessity for an MoT test is enshrined in other regulations: first registration on import; as part of the V765 
procedure; obtaining an age related mark; transfer of marks; re-licensing from unlicensed etc. In all these 
circumstances a test is necessary for safety reasons and the prevention of fraud, and in the case of the 
import of vehicles never registered in the UK, conformity with Construction and Use regulations where the 
current Individual Vehicle Approval test would not be appropriate. We will be asking the Department for 
Transport to seriously consider this.

We are very grateful to all those who took part in the survey and also to Jim Whyman who did the analysis 
and administration while working to 
a very tight deadline.

STEAM ENGINES AT THE GEORGE

Just too late to make it into the last 
Newsletter was the gathering of 
steam engines at The George.  They 
made quite a spectacle, not to 
mention a road block!  I can’t bring 
you much information about them, 
just a couple of interesting photos

AN MGB WITH A DIFFERENCE   BY 
GUY ROGERS

Having just read Alistair's latest, and 
very informative, newsletter, I can 

sympathise with him over the lack of input from members.   Having been there and done that, I know how 
difficult it can be to make a newsletter both interesting and informative without some help from others. So 
Alistair, here is a little bit of news that you can use!

I am now classic car-less!  This is due in part to the cost of a family wedding in Australia and also to a very 
pleasant, but expensive, trip to the caravan show at the NEC.  We should have the new caravan by mid 
December.

www.fbhvc.co.uk, 


My MG'B' has been bought by Sam Glover, who some of you may know as the technical editor of Practical 
Classics and now resides in an aircraft hanger alongside his 30 or so other classics.  Most of them are from 
ex communist countries and they include Ladas, Dacias, Tatras and quite a number with names I can't even 
pronounce.  My favourite feature in all of his classics is in a Russian Zaphorets (or some such name) which 
has a hatch in the passenger foot well which you can lift to go fishing on a frozen lake without leaving the 
car!   He also has a selection of British and European classics, including Volvos, Marinas, Montegos and an 
American spec. Rover P5.  He recently 
ran a rally from Swindon to Murmansk in 
northern Russia.   The only cars 
admissible for this rally were Metros, 
Maestros and Montegos.  With a friend of 
mine, we were hoping to enter but 
couldn't get a car and prepare it in time. I 
am sure there will be another time.

Back to the MG.  Some of you may know 
that it has a Triumph 2.5 litre six under 
the bonnet and goes like stink.  At one 
show, I can't remember where, but I think 
it was at the GWR. at Toddington, the 
parade ring was very big  and the 
commentator was getting into each car if 
he could with a radio mic and doing a lap 
of the ring while talking.  He climbed into 
my MG and when I told him what was 
under the bonnet he said, "come on then, let's see what she can do.  Well, I must have been doing 25 mph 
by the time we got to the other side of the ring with the engine at about 4500 revs and the large bore exhaust 
roaring, popping and spitting.  I slowed down to do the rest of the lap at a sensible speed, while he sat frozen 
rigid, not saying a word.  When we stopped, he climbed out, handed the mic to a colleague and said "you 
can do the commentary" and we didn't see him again!  I can also remember a time at Wroughton when Phil 
and Terry were following each other around the ring and the commentator said of Terry's car, "here is 
another Cresta".  Terry stuck his head out of the window and shouted "it's a Velox!".  "No need to be rude!" 
came the reply.

My first meeting with Terry and the club was at the old Northleach steam rally, (sadly, long gone) when I had 
a 1964 Hillman Minx.  Terry sorted out an engine rattle which was getting progressively worse by tightening 
up the crankshaft pulley which was coming loose.  He invited me along to a club night and within a month, I 

was writing the newsletter.  Now you can't 
say that he is not a slick operator!   

The MG bowed out in a rather 
embarrassing way at Fairford.  I had been 
having electrics problems for a while and 
had traced the fault to a connector that 
seemed loose.  Not having the right bits, I 
resorted to that old classic car repair 
technique, the bodge up. Having attacked 
it with insulating tape it seemed to be 
cured.   That is, of course, until the car 
was on show in front of loads of people, in 
the parade ring.  You know the moment, 
gentlemen, please start your engines.  
Bonk.  Nothing.  I eventually got it going, 
and with a face as red as an MGA, I left 
the ring, with the car missing and hunting 
away.  An auto electrician managed to 
trace the problem to a break in a wire, 
where it had rusted through and not the 

connector.  Never mind, Sam has breathed life into it and now, even the interior light works!   

Kind regards
Guy Rogers

Tatra T87



PETROL PRICES

The lowest petrol price in the area at �1.349 per litre is to be found at the Esso ‘On The Run’ station on the 
A419 northbound at Cricklade.  This is 3p up on November last year.  Second lowest is �1.359 at the Shell 
station at Fairford.

WHAT IS TORQUE?

Simply put it is a measure of the turning force on an object such as a bolt or a flywheel.  

It is expressed as units of force times distance, for example the force applied to a spanner and the length of 
the spanner (or more properly the distance from the point of application of the force and the centre of the 
bolt).  The SI unit for torque is the Newton metre.  A force of 1 Newton applied at 1 metre produces exactly 
the same torque as 2 Newtons at 0.5 metres.  The old Imperial unit of torque was the foot-pound-force, often 
abbreviated to pound-foot.

The torque produced by an internal combustion engine 
varies with engine speed.  It increases with engine speed 
but reaches maximum at lower speed than maximum 
power output.  Electric motors and steam engines, on the 
other hand, produce maximum torque at close to zero 
RPM.  This accounts for the rapid initial acceleration 
characteristic of electric (and hybrid) cars and the ability of 
reciprocating steam engines to start heavy loads from zero 
RPM without a clutch.

OK, so what is a torque converter?  

A torque converter is a type of fluid coupling used to 
transfer rotating power from a prime mover, such as a car 
engine, to a driven load, such as a car transmission.  It 
takes the place of the clutch in vehicles with automatic 
transmission.  Torque converters differ from simple fluid 
couplings in that they are able to multiply torque when 
there is a substantial difference between input and output 
rotational speed.  This provides the equivalent of a 
reduction gear.  

A simple fluid coupling consists of an impeller driven by 
the engine and the turbine which drives the load.  Torque 
converters have at least one extra element – the stator –
which sits, but does not rotate, between the impeller and 
the turbine.  During periods of high slippage i.e. when the Impeller speed is significantly higher than that of 
the turbine, the stator redirects the fluid returning from the turbine so that it aids rather than opposes the 
rotation of the impeller.  There is a substantial increase in the mass of fluid being delivered to the turbine 
producing an increase in output torque.

CONTACT: Alistair.Kennedy@cadcouk.com tel: 01285 810440

Torque Converter
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